New Beginnings

What will you do to begin this school year walking in love?

2 John 1:4-6 (adapted)

I was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth just as we have been commanded by the Father. But now...I ask you, not as though I were writing you a new commandment, but one we have found from the beginning, let us love one another.  And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment just as you have heard it from beginning – you must walk in it.

Day 1

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of this school year. Help us always appreciate the opportunity to learn and the gift of gathering at a school, a gift not available to every child. May we never take our education for granted and never complain about school. Help us do our best with all you’ve given us to learn this year. We ask this through Jesus, who always did his best. Amen.

Day 2

Dear Jesus, bless our school, our teachers, our classrooms, and the students so our school will be a place of learning and love. Help our teachers do their best and guide us to be the best students possible. May our classrooms be places of hospitality, compassion, excitement, blessings, and joy. May our minds and our hearts be filled with knowledge of you, our world and all that will help us grow in faith with you. We ask this through your Son, the greatest teacher and student of all. Amen.

Day 3

Dear Jesus, new beginnings give us a time to make new friends. You taught us that friendship means caring for others with our heart and soul. Help us treasure our old friends as we reach out to those we don’t know. Help us see that each of us is your child, filled with your very special gifts. Help us use our gifts and recognise and honour the gifts of our friends, new and old. We ask this through you, our God who is ever ancient, ever new. Amen.

Day 4 

Dear God, how wonderful is must be to know all things! Help us gain as much knowledge as we can about you and your world. Fill our minds with wonder about all we don’t know, and help us be excited about all we will learn. May we be humble about our abilities and never be know-it-alls. Thank you for the example of your son, Jesus, who did know it all but never bragged about it. Amen.

Day 5

Dear Lord, a new year means new opportunities for us to grow as leaders. Help us be leaders in our classrooms, leaders in our school, and leaders in our world. Leaders are wise, patient, and compassionate and speak up for other. Jesus was the perfect leader. Guide our minds and hearts to act as he did. Help us see every moment we can be a leader for you, where we can act with love and kindness to all. Amen.
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